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Pre-Lab Discussion

Please read “Core Case Study: The Tragedy of the Commons,” Exploring 

Environmental Science for AP, p.4.

“The Tragedy of the Commons,” by Garrett Hardin. Science 162: 3859 

(December 13, 1968)



Wildlife Management

Wildlife managers use the idea of sustainability to issue a certain number of 

hunting or fishing permits so that populations of fish or game animals recover 

quickly back to carrying capacity.





Fishing Practices



Marine Laws



Marine Laws



Some Other Examples of Commons

Any public resource that is being used privately may be considered 

as a commons:

• atmosphere/air

• groundwater/aquifers

• National Forests/National Parks

• Antarctica

• estuaries

• The Great Lakes

• rivers and streams



Management Methods

Management suggestions need to be practical and linked to a specific commons. 

For example:

• Public Education - teaching about forest fire prevention

• Regulations, Enforcement, or Creation of a New Agency - must be linked to 

the specific problem


